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Tradition Ten -                  
Neutrality 

 (Outside Issues) 

 Reino F, DCM 

The definition of Neutral is “Not to engage on either side; not 
aligned with a political or ideological grouping, a position of 
disengagement (as of gears)”. The definition of Neutralize is 
“To destroy the effectiveness of; nullify”. The definition of 
Neutrality is “The quality or state of being neutral” (whatever 
the hell that is right?) The word Neutrality defined in the Big 
Book dictionary is: “Neutral or middle ground/non-participation 
in war/indifference”. Tradition Ten says that “Alcoholics 
Anonymous has no opinion on outside issues; hence the AA 
name ought never be drawn into public controversy.”. 

The Long Form of the Tradition says that “No AA group or 
member should ever, in such a way as to implicate AA, 
express any opinion on outside controversial issues – 
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Step 7 

“Humbly asked Him to remove 
our shortcomings.” 

Tradition 7 

“Every AA group ought to be fully 
self-supporting, declining outside 
contributions.”  

Concept 7 

“The Conference recognizes that 
the Charter and the Bylaws of the 
General Service Board are legal 
instruments: that the Trustees are 
thereby fully empowered to 
manage and conduct all of the 
world service affairs of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. It is further 
understood that the Conference 
Charter itself is not a legal 
document: that it relies instead 
upon the force of tradition and 
the power of the AA purse for its 
final effectiveness.”  

Open Positions for District #40 

Archives & Internet Technologies (IT)  
for job descriptions please go to:  

http://aa-seta.org/GSR/en_bm-31.pdf

DISTRICT#40  
UNITY | SERVICE | RECOVERY

http://aa-seta.org/GSR/en_bm-31.pdf
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particularly those of politics, alcohol reform, or sectarian religion. The Alcoholics Anonymous groups 
oppose no one. Concerning such matters, they can express no views whatever.” 

Coming into AA, after being introduced to it through the treatment center and halfway house (where I 
sought help for whatever the heck was wrong with me and how I was living life) I was introduced to 
principles and life concepts that were pretty much foreign to me. Other than being all caught up in 
myself and my issues and my life I had a very narrow appreciation of others and their concerns and 
their deals. So, I was introduced to the program of action – working the 12 steps in my daily life. As a 
result, changes started to take place with my acting, thinking, attitudes and perceptions from where 
they were before. 

The working of the program gave me new insights on life and its daily issues that were in my 
immediate sphere and in general life around me. How I dealt with these people, places, and things 
had to be rearranged and eventually changed. The application of spiritual principles in my daily life 
brought about changes in my actions, my thinking, my attitude, and my perceptions. The old stuff 
was gradually being smashed. Hell, I really was unaware of this happening. It was the gradual or 
educational variety that is spoke of by old timers.

Here, I began to understand that as an AA member, I owed certain responsibilities to AA as a whole. I 
could speak out as an individual on any matter with which I was concerned; but as an AA member, I 
had to operate within certain limits, try to “engage the mind before opening the mouth.” I learned that 
I should not back away from my individual responsibility to act as we believe upon the issues of our 
time, yet self-righteousness should not cause us to enforce our will on others. 

It was suggested that I should not speak out as a representative of AA but that I should talk for 
myself on my concerns in my life and in the world around me. I am not a spokesperson for the 
fellowship. In the past we saw what can happen to a society of people, the Washingtonians, when 
they take on outside issues of the day. They went from helping drunks get sober to breaking up for 
taking sides in political issues in the 1860’s. 

So, dealing with outside issues could be harmful to the AA fellowship for its purpose to help suffering 
alcoholics. When I get into other people’s lives and issues, I realize that those are outside issues 
within my life. I do not need to get into other people’s issues and chaos. I do not need to drag my 
group into other group’s issues and how they deal with them. I need to deal with my stuff and my 
group needs to deal with their issues.

My personal experience with outside issues in AA has been limited. I have seen the issue of court 
papers being signed from the State of Maryland in our fellowship and we stayed out of the issue 
publicly. AA groups and members dealt with the issue on a group autonomous and on an individual 
basis. Then, the issues of the AA circle and triangle trademark lapsing and the original copy of the 
Big Book manuscript not being given to AA as willed from Lois Wilson to Barry?, but sold in auctions. 
The issues were looked into but it was decided not to pursue them because it would take public 
forums for dealing with them and the fellowship decided to follow the traditions and back away from 
them.

By avoiding opinions on outside issues such as politics, alcohol reform or religion, AA avoids 
controversy. I need to live by this principle as an AA member. This helps my life be much simpler and 
serene during the day.
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April 
It Sure Beats Sitting In A Cell

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/
P-33%20It%20Sure%20Beats%20Sitting.pdf

May 
AA In Correctional Facilities

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/
p-26_AAinCF.pdf

June 
AA In Treatment Settings

https://www.aa.org/assets/en_US/
p-27_AAinTF.pdf
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District 40 Officers and Committee Representatives

Position          Name Email

DCM     Reino F  dcm-40@aa-seta.org

Alt DCM     Doug D      dcm-40-alt@aa-seta.org

Secretary     Jackie S d40sec@yahoo.com

Alt Secretary     Hilton L d40altsec@gmail.com

Treasurer     Mike W treasurer-40@aa-seta.org 

Alt Treasurer     Scott B  treasurer-40-alt@aa-seta.org

Archives OPEN

Newsletter Editor Kari B     

Grapevine Rep   Rachel P 

district40newsletter@gmail.com 

IT Rep OPEN

Literature Rep Elizabeth G 

CFC Rep     Paul K     

Intergroup Rep Dan K  

CPC Rep   Bill A     

PI Terri

TFC Lucas D
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